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#FE UMBRELLA TEA HOUSE
Location : Shizuoka,Japan

Principal use : Tea house

Design period : 2010

Total floor area : 5.9sqm
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Ceiling / Wall : Bamboo, Nonwoven fabric

Floor : Tatami mats (by Fumiyuki Okubo)
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Bamboo

What is interesting about this tea house is that | used bamboo for main structure.

Bamboos are excellent material. Japanese architecture has used bamboo since ancient times. Because bamboos are so light, strong and
easy to work, bamboos make a very versatile material. (The only substitute | can think of is carbon fiber. But the price is high.)

But Bamboos have one drawback. They are breakable. Bamboos have the different shrinkage rate between the inside and the outside.
Bamboos are not appropriate for main structure.

| used only one bamboo for this tea house. When | made this tea house, | cut it into 50. So they are not cracked anymore. So when you close
it, it eventually becomes one bamboo.



This tea house is foldable like umbrella.



Fishing Pole
You can close it easily with a fishing pole. You just lift it up using a fishing pole. It's possible because it only weighs 6kg (about 13Ib).
You can take, open and close it anywhere you like.
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Umbrella

| got this idea from Japanese umbrella.

They have long history for over 1000 years. Long history shows us that they got optimum mechanism,
durable material and beauty for appearance. | incorporate this established system in this tea house.
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Tatami mats
Tatami mats have special characteristic in tea ceremony. They influence the way people behaved indoors and also provided precise
placements for setting down the utensils used in tea ceremony.

The tea house requires at least 2 tatami mats. This tea house has 2 tatami mats inside. We decide the size of this tea house based on the size
of tatami mats.



Entrance for a master Nijiri-guchi

Entrance

This tea house has 2 entrances.

Smaller one is for a guest. The guests enter the tea house through a very low and narrow entrance called nijiri-guchi. The reson why it's small
is that people need to bow to go inside so that they feel humble and leave social status outside. For example, samurai have to enter a tea
house without their swords. No matter how high ranking samurai you are, we are equal in this tea house. It's a place of peace and equality.

In the future
The interesting thing is that we are considering using the tea house as shelters for disaster victims, restaurant tables and so on.
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Born in Saitama, Japan

Graduated from Department of Architecture, Hosei University
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